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The revolutionary, all-in-one dictionary/thesaurus/almanac.Glazier's critically acclaimed Random

House Webster's Word Menu is the definitive language reference for anyone who reads, writes

creatively or simply loves to explore linguistic relationships.This rich storehouse of language

organizes the vocabulary of English by subject matter, reflecting the way we actually look at the

world around us. A totally new kind of language resource, Random House Webster's Word Menu

combines the virtues of an entire shelf of reference works:Full dictionary, thesaurus and

almanacReverse dictionary: when you can't think of the obscure word you're looking for, find it by

looking up the common word you already knowMultiple glossaries: find just the right terms for foods

and finery, weather and weapons, romance and relativity
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After the OED, this is my all-time favorite reference work. Nothing else comes close to this grand

work. Words are associated according to predominant use (yes, a tricky proposition at best), but

amazingly, for the most part, it works. Words are categorized like Linnaean taxonomy, such as

"science, arts, economics," etc. Systematic thinkers will have no difficulty finding associated words

and concepts, while those who prefer a more direct route can simply consult the "index" at the end,

which leads to the place it has been categorized in the front. Either way, everyone wins.But the

associations are magisterial, not just "related" or similar, but the whole constellation of likely

associated words, acronyms, synonyms, and hierarchies of genus, species, and sub-species. There



are more "linked" words than anyone can possibly imagine, or if one can imagine them, Word Menu

has too. Short of an unabridged edition of the English language, nothing compares to this

compilation.Two observations. (1) Don't waste money on the "pocket-book" edition, it's too tiny and

too microscopic to be as useful as this reference will be. (2) The only "oddity" is that all biological

terms and concepts are under "Living Things," not under "Science," much less "Biology." No matter

how many times I tell myself of this odd feature, I always default to "Science > Biology" and then

find nothing. All those biological concepts and words are under "Living Things" apart from the

section "Sciences." Odd. Very odd. Who conceived "Living Things" as a category of Human

Thought along a Linnean taxonomy distinct from "Science?" Even so, why not just move "Living

Things" to Science, and then to "Biology," rather than leaving "Biology" an empty (indeed, an

"unmentioned" set)?
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